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on an all-India level and was preparing the ground to bring about a
shift in Tamil Nadu. Basically a rural man, he had the yeoman's
obstinacy as well as deep notions concerning "self-respect." Why
should not the Prime Minister initiate in respect of Kamaraj an
"operation" involving patient efforts directed towards ensuring
reconciliation and his return to the mainstream? The Tamil Nadu
issue, muddied as it was by the double-barrelled mischief of Tweedle-
dum DMK and Tweedledee ADMK called for such an initiative,
I asserted.
Several persons who were supporters of the Prime Minister, and
with whom I debated the issue, did not disagree basically with my
approach. But they did not share my apprehensions concerning
collaboration for immediate purposes with the ADMK. They
implied that for tactical reasons the ADMK could serve a purpose
and that there would be no great trouble in "containing" it if such a
course were to become necessary. "MGR indicates a willingness to
cooperate with us. He does have at present significant support among
the people. Why should that not be harnessed for a larger cause?
Why should Kamaraj be so allergic to our working with MGR for
clearly defined purposes with our eyes open? Indeed, by joining with
us, Kamaraj will virtually ensure the attainment of these purposes
with minimum delay. But there is no clear signal from Kamaraj as
to his intentions regarding unity. Under such circumstances, will it
be politically advisable to reject summarily the overtures made by
MGR?"
We agreed to disagree on this matter. But I could see that the
point they wanted to- make was that the ruling Congress was constrain-
ed to take a turn towards MGR mainly because of what they regarded
as Kamaraj's vacillation and unwillingness to take a firm decision
in favour of merger. I had to concede, in my own mind, that the
argument was not without some validity. I could see that these
persons held Kamaraj in high esteem as a person and a patriot.
But they felt that Kamaraj's reluctance to take an initiative was the
principal obstacle, to the kind of political development that I longed
for in Tamil Nadu.
The limited electoral alliance between the Kamaraj and Indira
forces in the Pondicherry elections was a ray of sunshine. The DMK
was on the run and, fortunately for Tamil Nadu, the so-called MGR
"magic" did not work. But since the outcome of the election was
indecisive, tite Sakunis in the two Congress camps resumed their